
27/01/2012 

January 27, 2012: As a member of The Partnership for Maternal, Newborn $ Child Health which is 

hosted by the World Health Organization, The Center of Panagia Philanthropini has received the 

report entitled: "Analyzing Commitments to the Global Strategy for Women's and Children's Health - the 

PMNCH 2011 Report." The full report with additional materials is available at: 

The PMNCH 2011 Report 

PMNCH Mission:  

The PMNCH Strategic Framework 2012-2015 defines the PMNCH Mission as: "Supporting Partners to align 

their strategic directions and catalyse collective action to achieve universal access to comprehensive, high-

quality reproductive, maternal, newborn and child health care." 

 
11/01/2012 

European Experts answer critics of mammography screening! 

Countering criticism regarding mammography screening as an effective public health intervention, 41 breast 

screening experts have written a staunch defense of standardized breast cancer screening which was 

published in the November 19, 2011 issue of Lancet. Here are the reports: 

Medscape-International Group of Experts Defends Mammography 

Lancet letter published 

 

19/10/2011 

Sunday, October 16, 2011: Visit of 24 Ambassadors to the Center of Panagia Philanthropini. 

Arriving in a group by bus, 24 Ambassadors visited the 

Center of Panagia Philanthropini. Among the prominent 

guests were the Ambassadors of: The Russian Federation, 

Albania,Armenia, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, 

Belgium, Estonia, Georgia, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Lebanon, 

Luxemburg, Maroco, Mexico, Nigeria, Peru, Slovakia, Syria, 

Ukraine, Vietnam, F.Y.R.O.M., Ireland. The Ambassadors 

viewed a short video regarding the work of the Center. The 

interest was obvious given that they asked the Center staff 

many questions and expressed their support. Many of the 

chief diplomats inquired as to how medical practitioners from their countries could be included in the medical 

training programs frequently organized by Ormylia. 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.who.int/pmnch/topics/part_publications/2011_pmnch_report/en/index.html
http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/documents/Medscape-InternationalGroupofExpertsDefendsMammography.pdf
http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/documents/Lancetletterpublished.pdf


07/10/2011 

 

The Center of Panagia Philanthropini is honored to be a member of the 

“Pastoral Health Care Network” of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. As a 

member of the executive committee, Center staff will participate in the second 

conference of the Network to be held in Rodos Greece. Please see the link for 

more information: http://pastoralhealth-

ep.com/conferences/2011/2011program.html 

 

The aim of the new “Patriarchal Network” is to bring together, in a working 

network of cooperation, all the Metropolises that belong administratively and 

spiritually to the Patriarchate, representatives from the other Autocephalous 

Orthodox Churches, those that are responsible for pastoral education in the Theological Schools and 

Ecclesiastical Academies, together with others that serve and are related with the pastoral care of the sick and 

with the medical and hospital care in the sensitive area of health. The “Patriarchal Network” will also create 

dialogue with other denominations and with other agents that concern themselves with health care. 

 
01/10/2011 

 

This month is the WHO designated “Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month.”  

At Panagia Philanthropini, EVERY month is a “Breast 

Care Month” since the Center provided breast cancer 

screening to women of the broader region of northern 

Greece with special emphasis on reaching the most remote 

and underprivileged communities. The reach for this life 

saving program does not stop at the Greek boarders. 

September 17-22, 2011 through the generous support of 

Susan G. Komen for the Cure and Hologic Medical Systems, the Center hosted a medical training 

workshop for radiologists, oncologists and general practitioners from Albania, Azerbaijan, Bosnia, 

Georgia, Greece and Turkey. The Senior Faculty were internationally recognized experts from the 

European Union and the United States. 

For more information about this important event please see: Breast Care Workshop Schedule 2011 

 
18/07/2011 

For the last decade the Center of Panagia 

Philanthropini has had the remarkable opportunity to 

include medical students from the United States in it’s 

services. This year, Professors Christopher Friese and 

Maria Katapodi from the University of Michigan 

School of Nursing organized the visit of a group of 

nursing and medical students to Ormylia, together with 

students of diverse interests such as law and political 

sciences, who volunteered for ten days. Bright, energetic 

and filled with enthusiasm, these young people assisted in 

http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/documents/FinalizedBreastCareWorkshopSchedule2011.pdf
http://pastoralhealth-ep.com/images/AFISA-2011.jpg
http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/images/Faculty.jpg


various aspects of the Center’s work. An article was published in a prominent Greek newspaper regarding 

their visit. Here is the article translated into English 

 
 

 

 

18/06/2011 

Visit by the President and Members of the Board of Trustees of the American Farm School 

 

Dr. Panos Kanellis, the President together with members 

of the Board of Trustees of the American Farm 

School in Thessalonike visited the Center of Panagia 

Philanthropini. Senior staff made presentations in the 

Conference Center regarding the medical service programs 

to underprivileged women and children. Coming form 

diverse professional backgrounds, the members of the 

Board represented leaders in academia and commerce from 

the USA primarily. Special interest was expressed in the 

Center’s developing outreach to needy children.  

The American Farm School of Thessaloniki, Greece, is an independent, nonprofit educational institution 

founded in 1904 to serve the rural population of Greece and the Balkans. Major educational divisions include 

the Secondary School, the Dimitris Perrotis College of Agricultural Studies, and the department of Lifelong 

Learning. The School prepares its graduates for prominent roles in community life and in the agriculture and 

food sectors by teaching farming and business practices that are economically viable, ecologically sound and 

socially responsible. 

 
14/06/2011 

Visit by the Ambassador of Japan to the Center of Panagia Philanthropini 

 

 

 

Recently His Excellency Mr. Hiroshi Toda, the Ambassador of 

Japan honored the Center of Panagia Philanthropini by visiting 

with his wife, Mrs. Ritsuko Toda. Sensitive to women’s issues and 

to concerns of those who are economically challenged, Ambassador 

and Mrs. Toda toured the medical facilities and met with senior staff 

of Panagia Philanthropini who made presentations regarding the 

different aspects of the Center’s services.  

 

 

http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/documents/GIEUGreecearticleinMakedonia-english.pdf
http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/images/DSC_AFS_H.jpg
http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/images/JapaneseAmbassador_04-06-11.jpg


18/05/2011 

The Center of Panagia Philanthropini became a member of the WHO Partnership for Maternal, 

Newborn & Child Health.  

The Partnership supported and facilitated the development of the "Global Strategy for Women's' and 

Children's health" launched by the United Nations Secretary General on the 22nd of September 2010, in New 

York, during the High-Level UN Summit. Leaders from government, international organizations, business, 

academia, philanthropy, health professional associations and civil society worked together to develop this 

strategy, recognizing that the health of women and children is key to progress on all development goals. The 

Global Strategy calls for all partners to unite and take real action and sets out how we can work together to 

save women and children. 

 

 
10/05/2011 

 

AHEPA Officials visit Panagia Philanthropini 

 

Dr. Alfred Barich, the Vice President of AHEPA for 

International Development and Governor of Greece – 

Cyprus AHEPA, together with Mr. Apostolos Stamoulis, 

General Secretary of Greece – Cyprus AHEPA honored the 

Ormylia Foundation with their visit. Both Dr. Barich and 

Mr. Stamoulis met with senior Center staff and were given a 

tour of the clinical and research facilities. During their visit 

the AHEPA officials informed us of the immense humanitarian contribution that the organization has made to 

Greece and expressed their well known and profound love for the people and heritage of Greece.  

The mission of the AHEPA Family is to promote Hellenism, Education, Philanthropy, Civic Responsibility, and 

Family and Individual Excellence. 

 
01/04/2011 

Breast Cancer is a disease that affects women primarily in their middle years. Occasionally young women are 

challenged by breast cancer also. One such young woman is Dikla Benzeevi, a beloved friend of Panagia 

Philanthropini, who has turned her battle for life into a message of hope for other young women like herself.  

 

Please see this PBS documentary about Dikla 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/video/module.html?mod=0&pkg=18112008&seg=4
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/video/module.html?mod=0&pkg=18112008&seg=4
http://www.who.int/pmnch/members/list/ormylia_foundation/en/
http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/images/DSC_AHEPA.jpg


10/03/2011 

Very Rev. Father Archimandrite Themistocles Adamopoulos, a deeply respected and beloved 

missionary in Sierra Leone, visited Panagia 

Philanthropini. Against all odds, in a country embattled by 

years of hateful civil strife, with faith as his only resource, 

Father Themi has created an oasis of love and peace that 

embraces all in need, especially children and youth. Among 

the countless tragedies inflicted upon the innocents in this 

troubled African country, one of the most horrible is the 

dismemberment of women and children by soldiers who 

take revenge against them for supporting opposing political 

groups. This has resulted in large numbers of maimed homeless children, youth and women. Father Themi 

has become the father and guardian of these forsaken children of God seeking to provide basic daily physical, 

emotional and spiritual care and support. While at Panagia Philanthropini the beloved missionary met with 

staff and coworkers who received him with great joy and who with sincere interest learned details of his 

amazing missionary activities.  

For more information about Father Themi and the Mission in Sierra Leone please see: www.pk4a.com 

 
26/02/2011 

The Center has received official certification as a 

member of the European Cervical Cancer Association. 

Cervical cancer screening has been a main service at 

Panagia Philanthropini since 1991. This new European 

affiliation and acknowledgement will further enhance the 

development of international collaborations which are of 

primary importance to the work of the Center and its goal of 

maintaining medical excellence in all its standards of 

service.  

 
22/02/2011 

 

Medical Humanitarian Aid: Project HOPE – Ormylia 

Foundation meeting. The Regional Manager of the “Gift 

in Kind Program” of Project HOPE, Ms. Katerina Takovska, 

accompanied by senior staff, met at the Center of Panagia 

Philanthropini with the Directors of the Papageorgiou 

General Hospital, the Theageneion Anti- Cancer Hospital, 

the Children’s Hospital “Hagia Sophia,” the Polygyros 

General Hospital and the Kassandra Medical Center to discuss the development of a program for the beloved 

people of Greece. The meeting was frank, useful and very warm. Special emphasis was placed on practical 

needs given the current fiscal troubles in the national health system.  

 
 

http://www.pk4a.com/
http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/images/HopeMeeting.jpg


31/01/2011 

Panagia Philanthropini is actively developing a pediatric screening program for acutely needy children. One 

of the goals of the program is to provide vaccines for children who have not been vaccinated. In this context 

the recent CDC vaccine recommendations are very pertinent. They can be found here in pdf form: 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr6002.pdf?source=govdelivery  

And are also listed on our resource page: http://ormyliafoundation.gr/en/filanthropini8.php  

 

02/12/2010 

Developing Collaboration with the European Cervical Cancer Association; visit to Ormylia by the 

Director General. 

 

 

Dr. Philip Davies, Director General of the European 

Cervical Cancer Association visited and toured the 

Center. During his visit, Dr. Davies shared information about 

the outreach and goals of the ECCA. Center staff made short 

multimedia presentations about the work of Panagia 

Philanthropini in Cancer Screening, with emphasis on outreach 

to the economically underprivileged and hard-to-reach 

populations in northern Greece. Special discussions took place 

regarding possible joint activities in the field of prevention, 

medical education and awareness raising.  

 

In November 2010 the Center of Panagia Philanthropini was officially accepted as a member of the ECCA.  

 

The mission of the ECCA is to raise awareness of cervical cancer and its prevention among members of the 

general public, healthcare professionals and public health decision-makers in Europe. The ECCA is a large 

network of organisations and individuals from across Europe that have joined forces to prepare and distribute 

evidence-based information on the causes of cervical cancer and the importance of organised cervical cancer 

prevention programmes in the prevention of this disease. At present, the membership of the ECCA exceeds 

100 institutional members (cancer societies, medical associations, research organisations and patient groups) 

from 34 countries together with more than 1000 individual members from 40 countries. 

For more information please see: ECCA and ECCA's STOP Cervical Cancer Petition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr6002.pdf?source=govdelivery
http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/filanthropini8.php
http://www.ecca.info/en/the-ecca.html
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/STOP-Cervical-Cancer/150217399745


01/12/2010 

Two New Mammography Machines 

Donated by Hologic, Inc to Panagia Philanthropini 

 

Hologic, Inc. has generously donated two new mammography units 

to the Center of Panagia Philanthropini. The new systems Lorad 

M-IV Platinum make the breast cancer screening program of the 

Center state of the art with the latest version of conventional imaging 

systems.  

Sensitized by senior consultants to the American College of Radiology 

regarding the service of the Center to underprivileged women in the 

field of breast cancer early detection, Hologic donated two new 

systems which have just been installed. 

This very generous and kind donation by a major industrial leader is 

one more positive and important step in the development of the 

standardized high quality breast care services offered in Ormylia 

 

Hologic, Inc. is a leading developer, manufacturer and supplier of 

premium diagnostic products, medical imaging systems, and surgical 

products dedicated to serving the healthcare needs of women throughout the world. 

 

 
23/11/2010 

Visit by Senior Regional Officials from Project Hope 

Ms Katerina Takovska, Project Hope Regional Gift in 

Kind Manager For Central and Easter Europe and Africa 

Regions together with Dr. Dalibor Tasevski, the Regional 

Assistant Manager visited the Center of Panagia 

Philanthropini. With the goal of developing a partnership in 

the field of public health, the senior officers discussed with 

Center staff various options for support in the medical care of 

underprivileged women and children as well as the broader 

public health needs regionally. Building upon previous goodwill 

and successful collaboration in the late 1990s in the field of humanitarian aid for Bosnia, Kosovo and Serbia 

during the war, the new decade of collaboration begins with the focus on the needs of those hit hard by the 

economic crisis at home in northern Greece.  

 

 

Founded in 1958, Project HOPE (Health Opportunities for People Everywhere) is dedicated to providing 

lasting solutions to health problems with the mission of helping people to help themselves. Identifiable to 

many by the SS HOPE, the world’s first peacetime hospital ship, Project HOPE now provides medical training 

and health education, as well as conducts humanitarian assistance programs in more than 35 countries. 

 

http://www.hologic.com/en/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/27193950@N04/sets/72157625393951023/show/


11/11/2010 

 

Nothing About Us, Without Us!  

On 16 November, ECPC will hold its third FACE Workshop on Palliative Care to discuss how to 

face the end with dignity 

Palliative care, with its focus on management of symptoms, psychosocial support, and assistance with decision 

making, has the potential to improve the quality of care and reduce the use of medical services. About 1.7 

million people in Europe die from cancer each year, many experiencing severe pain, even though effective 

pain medications exist. Cancer patients need Palliative care services. However, palliative care has traditionally 

been delivered late in the course of disease to cancer patients hospitalized in the specialized inpatient units or 

as a consultative service for cancer patients with uncontrolled symptoms.  

 

To have a meaningful effect on patients’ quality of life and end-of-life care, ECPC has proposed that 

comprehensive oncologic palliative services for patients with cancer would ideally improve the patients’ quality 

of life and facilitate the efficient allocation of medical resources.  

As such, ECPC is holding its third FACE workshop to propose that palliative care services must be provided 

earlier in the course of the disease. Access to palliative care services is inadequate and inequitable, with 

unacceptable variations in care geographically in Europe and even within Member States, across different 

demographic groups and patients with different illnesses and needs. There is particular disparity between 

patients with cancer and those suffering from non-malignant conditions. Often it is the case that the best care 

is excellent, the worst may be non-existent.  

The Center of Panagia Philanthropini is a member of the ECPC. 

Press Release FACE Workshop Palliative Care.pdf 

FACE Workshop on Palliative Care agenda.pdf 

 
19/10/2010 

 

ECPC works in Partnership to reduce cancer in Europe by 15% in 2020 

On 13th and 14th October, the European Cancer Patient Coalition (ECPC) of which the Center of Panagia 

Philanthropini is a member, held the ECPC Cancer Summit Making the Cancer Partnership Work. ECPC brought 

together cancer patients, patient organisations and healthcare specialists from across the European member 

http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/documents/PressReleaseFACEWorkshopPalliativeCare.pdf
http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/documents/FACEWorkshoponPalliativeCareagenda.pdf


states to discuss the European Partnership for Action Against Cancer, which was launched by the European 

Commission in September 2009. 

The ECPC Summit centred on the themes of cancer prevention, cross-border collaboration, sharing best-

practice, cancer research and inequalities in healthcare provision. In his keynote address, Health 

Commissioner John Dalli highlighted the importance of cancer care in the EU, with 2.5 million Europeans 

being diagnosed with cancer each year. Recognising that significant progress is required to ensure that 

patients across Europe are guaranteed the same quality of care, he emphasised the European Commission's 

commitment to cancer prevention, screening and sharing of information between member states. This 

commitment is represented by the European Partnership for Action Against Cancer which aims to reduce 

cancer by 15% by 2020. Commissioner Dalli places cancer patients at the centre of the Partnership and is 

committed to providing the momentum and energy required for change in approaches to cancer across the 

EU. 

 

16/09/2010 Brussels  

"Forum Against Cancer Europe" (FACE) workshop on "Cross-border HealthCare" with 

Commissioner John Dalli attracts enormous feedback in European Parliament 

 

Launched as recently as last June the Forum Against Europe (FACE) with the support of 70 MEPs successfully 

continued the dialogue of the European cancer patient community with European Parliamentarians, 

Commission and all concerned stakeholders. On 15 September 2010 a FACE workshop entitled "Cross-border 

HealthCare: A NECESSITY for Cancer Patients" was held in the European Parliament. The event was co-hosted 

by MEPs Dagmar Roth-Behrendt and Nessa Childers and gathered speakers of the Commission, the European 

Parliament, research organisations and patients. Especially the attendance of the European Commissioner for 

Health and Consumer Policy John Dalli was highly appreciated by all participants and demonstrates the 

importance of the debate on patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare on the European agenda. 

 

The Center of Panagia Philanthropini has been a member of the European Coalition since 2009.  

 
01/09/2010 

A new and respected friend of the Center of Panagia Philanthropini is MIT Professor Walter Lewin. Renown for 

his research at NASA and his teaching gifts at MIT many of his courses are on line and can be viewed without 

cost. ”You can watch 100 of Professor Lewin’s courses (with great demos) on the web, 94 on 

OpenCourseWare (OCW) and 6 on MITWorld. They can also be viewed on YouTube, iTunes U and Facebook.” 

These lectures are being watched by tens of thousands of people all over the world and by hundreds of MIT 

students. Many teachers show 

them regularly in their class rooms. The many responses received daily are quite wonderful and often very 

moving. 

 

You can read about this in the following articles: Link  

The links for the courses are: Link  

 

 

 

http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/documents/Articles.doc
http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/documents/Courses.doc


25/06/2010 

The Center of Panagia Philanthropini as a member of the European Cancer Patient Coalition is pleased to 

share the following press release and leaflet with our beloved friends and readers regarding the recent 

developments in the European Parliament: The"Forum Against Cancer Europe" (FACE) launched in the 

European Parliament, supported by more than 50 MEPs.” 

Press Release FACE Launch 

Face Flyer  

 
 
08/12/2009 

Ms. Ingjerd Kroken, Senior Advisor of the Norwegian Ministry of 

Defense, visited the Center. Kind, caring and sensitive to 

women’s issues and especially the care of underserved and poor 

populations, Ms. Kroken showed great interest in the work of 

Panagia Philanthropini with diverse and needy populations such 

as the immigrants from the former Soviet Union, as well as other 

socially closed and hard to reach groups. During her visit Madam 

Ingjerd met with the Center staff and was greeted warmly by 

women who were being screened. The unique bond that has 

been developed with the beloved people of Norway through 

EFTA support of the work of the Center and also the visit of the Royal Couple, King Harald and Queen Sonja, 

made the visit by Ms. Kroken very special and most welcome.  

 
03/12/2009 

The new United States Consul General, Ms. Catherine E. 

Kay, visited the Center together with her husband and senior 

staff of the Consulate. During this her first visit, the Consul 

General met with the medical, social and administrative staff 

and took a tour of the clinic facilities. Visiting during working 

hours, Ms. Kay met and was warmly greeted with women who 

had arrived for cancer screening from the village of 

Ouranoupolis. Caring and sincere in her interest, she was 

informed extensively by the staff of the Center regarding the 

work that is being done with US experts from the American 

College of Radiology and the European Union. Future plans for 

development and expansion of high quality standardized 

services to other underprivileged and needy populations were 

discussed. 

 

26/11/2009 

The Ormylia Foundation became an associate member of the European Cancer Patient Coalition. 

The ECPC has a membership of over 300 organisations representing European cancer patients from all EU 

states and many other countries around the world. 

ECPC is the voice of all cancer patients across Europe and uniquely represent their interests in the political 

corridors of Brussels and national capitals. During the first six years of its existence the coalition has started 

http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/documents/20100625PressReleaseFACELaunch1.3.pdf
http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/documents/FACEFlyer.pdf


on the ambitious path to improve cancer prevention, screening, early diagnosis and best practice, and to 

reduce inequity in cancer care across the EU.  

Some of the ECPC main achievements include: 

· Working with the politicians to get cancer back on the official European political agenda. Health Ministers for 

the EU 27 countries unanimously agreed to make cancer a priority in all our countries. 

· Holding highly successful Cancer Patient Summits in Slovenia, Bulgaria and Belgium 

· Holding four ECPC Masterclasses on Cancer Patient Advocacy with cancer patient organisations representing 

countries worldwide 

· Providing the Secretariat for the MEPs against Cancer (MAC) in the European Parliament 

· Partners in the EMEA Working Group meeting with Patients 

· Participating in European clinical trials registry project 

For more information please see the ECPC website at www.ecpc-online.org ( Download The ECPC Flyer ). 

 
27/10/2009 

An ongoing joy for Panagia Philanthropini is the growing relationship with Brown University Medical 

Students. Caring, loving, and full of enthusiasm, these gifted young people help the Center assess the 

quality of the work being done and it's effect on underserved populations. Please see this Link  

 
08/10/2009 

Please see this wonderfully caring and humane resource for cancer patients and survivors. Johnny and his 

colleagues are an example of courage and faith. 

 

 

08/10/2009 

Harvard Kokkalis Program Fellowships 

An exciting opportunity for young people from Greece interested at the John F. Kennedy School of 

Government, Harvard University: 

Download (Doc File)  

 
25/09/2009 

Please see related articles regarding breast cancer awareness raising activities of the Center in collaboration 

with Komen for the Cure and other important organizations: 

Greece Race for the Cure Press Release  

Forbes Magazine Article September 23, 2009  

Business Wire article September 2009  

http://www.ecpc-online.org/component/docman/doc_download/1-ecpc-flyer-english.html
http://apha.confex.com/apha/137am/webprogram/Paper203958.html
http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/documents/HarvardKokkalisProgramFellowships.doc
http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/documents/FINALGreecepressrelease9-22-09.pdf
http://www.forbes.com/feeds/businesswire/2009/09/23/businesswire129373901.html
http://www.businesswire.com/portal/site/topix/?ndmViewId=news_view&newsId=20090923006037&newsLang=en
http://www.imermanangels.org/


18/06/2009 

 

The United States General Consul, Mr. Hoyt 

Brian Yee, at a specially organized award 

ceremony at the US General Consulate in 

Thessalonike officially acknowledged the high 

quality services offered by the Center of 

Panagia Philanthropini to the underprivileged, 

minority and immigrant women in the field of 

breast and cervical cancer screening. Offering a 

beautifully fashioned plack to the Center, the 

collaboration between the Ormylia Foundation, 

the Susan G. Komen for the Cure Breast Cancer 

Foundation and the American College of Radiology was specifically highlighted. Ms. Hala Moddelmog, the CEO 

and President of Komen for the Cure sent a beautiful video message expressing Komen’s support and love for 

the work of the Center. The affair was attended by prominent business leaders from Northern Greece.  

 
17/06/2009 

9th Wonca Rural Health Conference in Heraklion, Crete 12-14 June 2009 

The poster under the title Cancer Screening for 

Immigrants and Underserved Communities in 

Northern Greece was chosen to be presented as 

a Poster Presentation during the Conference.  

Three colleagues of the Center were sent to Crete 

to present the Poster and attend the workshops 

and the presentations of other scientists  

and organizations.  

The Conference, which was something novel for 

the Center’s personnel, gave them the opportunity 

to meet people from several countries, of several 

professions, exchange ideas and take part in very 

interesting workshops. 

The Center’s Poster was presented on Sunday 14th 

of June in the Poster area of the conference, whereas it was mounted for the duration of the conference, and 

the personnel was in hand to answer questions and listen to ideas that other participants had. 

 

10/06/2009 

The Center received back in November an invitation for the 9th WONCA Rural Health World 2009 

Conference, Heraklion, Crete 12-14 June. We were asked to send an abstract of the work being done at the 

center. The abstract was then approved by the conference committee to be presented during the conference 

as a poster presentation. 

The conference is consisted of three core subjects; namely, technology suitable for rural settings, island 

http://i39.tinypic.com/20u3ddi.jpg
http://i39.tinypic.com/20u3ddi.jpg
http://i39.tinypic.com/20u3ddi.jpg
http://i39.tinypic.com/4iik2q.jpg


medicine and health services for immigrants. WHO has undertaken certain important initiatives endorsing 

health inequalities as one of the main challenges the modern world is facing. 

The Center’s Poster has the title: 

Cancer Screening for Immigrants and Underserved Communities in Northern Greece 

All accepted abstracts will be included in the Book of Abstracts of the 9th WONCA Rural Health World 

Conference. 

WONCA is an acronym for the World Organization of National Colleges, Academies and Academic 

Associations of General Practitioners/Family Physicians or World Organization of Family Doctors for short. 

 
12/05/2009 

Ms. Annetta Hewko, Vice President for Global Strategy & Programs of Susan G. Komen for the 

Cure visited the Center. 

Ms. Annetta Hewko, Vice President for Global 

Strategy & Programs of Susan G. Komen for the 

Cure visited the Center. After touring the facility 

the Vice President of Komen met with the staff 

and with women during their screening. The 

woman screened, come from a village 70 

kilometers away. During her stay Ms. Hewko 

received extensive information and participated in 

interactive presentations by the staff about the 

work that the Center is doing in Greece but also in 

the developing world. 

Susan G. Komen for the Cure has more than 4 

million members and volunteers in the USA, and is the largest organization in the world for Breast 

Cancer next to the US Federal Government. A long time ally of the Center of Panagia Philanthropini, 

guests from Komen are frequent and always very welcome. 

 
18/11/2008 

"The Ambassador of Japan Visits Panagia 

Philanthropini" 

 

On November 17-18, 2008, the Center was visited 

by the Ambassador of Japan to Greece. 

During his visit Ambassador Takanori 

Kitamura and his wife Madam Kitty toured 

the Centers facilities and met with the medical, 

social and administrative staff as well as with 

women who were waiting to be screened.  

Mr. Takanori Kitamura joined the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Japan in 1972 after studying MA 

in Economics in Keio University . He had served in different divisions of the Ministry including Overseas Public 

http://i39.tinypic.com/20u3ddi.jpg
http://www.ormyliafoundation.gr/en/images/DSC_0075_001.jpg


Relations Division, China and Mongolia Division, Eastern Europe Division, Research and Programming Division. 

He also served as Deputy Chief of Protocol for the Emperor of Japan. 

Ambassador Kitamura before his appointment as head of the diplomatic mission to Greece was also Managing 

Director of Planning and Evaluation Department of the Japan International Cooperation Agency, and Senior 

Research Fellow of the Japan Institute of International Affairs. Sensitive and caring regarding the needs of 

underserved populations, especially women, the Ambassadors visit to Ormylia was part of an ongoing 

dialogue regarding breast cancer screening for underprivileged women and the development of scientific 

collaboration with Japanese experts in the field. 

 

17/09/2008 

A Special Visit 

Ms. Hala Moddlemog, President of the Susan G. Komen for the Cure Breast Cancer Foundation, 

visited the Center on September 17, 2008. 

During her visit, Ms. Moddelmog met with 

women who were being screened that day, and 

was joyfully received by them. Dr. Dimitrios 

Boumpas, Professor of Medicine at the University 

of Crete and Chairman of the Ormylia Foundation 

Science Board, and Dr. Drakoulis Yannoukakos, 

the Head of Research at the National Genetic 

Laboratory in Athens, together with research and 

social staff, presented data regarding breast care 

provided by the Center especially for 

underprivileged women. 

The Susan G. Komen for the Cure Breast Cancer 

Foundation is the largest organization dealing with 

breast cancer in the world and a long time friend of the Center of Panagia Philanthropini.  

 
04/11/2008 

Continuing Education for the Center of Panagia Philanthropini Radiology 

Staff 

On November 1-4, 2008, Dr. Philip Kivitz, Clinical Professor of Radiology at 

Stanford University, and Senior Reviewer of Mammography Centers on behalf of 

the American College of Radiology, visited the Center of Panagia 

Philanthropini. 

During his visit Professor Kivitz conducted an intensive training workshop for the 

Center Radiologists and Technicians with imaging practicum, as well as the in 

depth review of complex cases. 

 

 
 

http://www.komen.org/


23/10/2008 

On October 23, 2008, Ms. Dikla Benzeevi 

visited the Center of Panagia Philanthropini 

together with Actor, Michael Freedman. A 

breast cancer survivor, with dedication and love, 

Ms. Benzeevi visited with staff and women who 

were being screened and informed us about her 

work which supports young breast cancer patients 

and her growing collaboration with Komen 

Foundation. Below is her brief biography: 

Dikla Benzeevi, BS, of Studio City, CA, is a young 

survivor of advanced breast cancer. Since her 

diagnosis, she has dedicated her time to breast cancer outreach and advocacy - assisting and guiding women 

with breast cancer and their loved ones through this difficult journey. Recognizing the need for a peer support 

and resource network for younger women in California, she created just such a group. By networking with 

breast cancer centers, hospitals, social workers and peers, Dikla has built one of the largest West Coast 

networks for young women. Her network shares information, promotes advocacy and outreach, welcomes 

newcomers with a personalized care package and provides the support that every young woman needs. Dikla 

is also involved in many other outreach activities including involvement in the Y-Me National Breast Cancer 

Organization and the Young Survival Coalition. Dikla completed Y-Me Peer Hotline training, took part in an 

educational DVD for young women living with advanced breast cancer and participated in a survivor panel 

educating medical students. Dikla was also featured in various publications and spoke at many public 

engagements on issues related to breast health and breast cancer. Believing that peer support has to be 

coupled with political support, Dikla also participated in the National Breast Cancer Coalition Advocacy 

Training Conference in Washington DC, lobbying Congress to vote for breast cancer legislation. Dikla was 

recently chosen as a Lifetime Television 2007 Stop Breast Cancer for Life Hero. (Young Women's National 

Advisory Council). 

 

13/10/2008 

The Center of Panagia Philanthropini was invited by the Ecumenical Patriarchate to participate in the 

Pastoral Health Conference in Rodos. Charles Anthony represented the Center at the Conference. Below is 

the Official Press Release:  

 

1st International Conference for Pastoral Health Care of the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate 

With the decision of the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the 1st International Conference for 

Pastoral Health Care of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. The Conference will take place in Rhodes between the 

8th and 13th of October 2008. Representative clergy from all the Metropolises throughout the world that 

belong to the Ecumenical Patriarchate will attend, together with representatives from the Churches of Greece, 

Cyprus, Albania and other pastoral health care providers. Also attending the conference will be representatives 

from other denominations. President of the Conference will be His Eminence Metropolitan Kyrillos of Rhodes. 

 

The Honorable Dimitris Avramopoulos, Minister of Health and Social Solidarity of Greece. will officially open 

The Conference. 

The Conference will focus on the difficulties which arise in pastoral health care, both on a practical and a 

theological level. Those participating will discuss the trends and developments of health care today, special 

http://cms.komen.org/komen/AboutUs/OurPeople/AdvisoryCouncils/YoungWomen39sNationalAdvisoryCouncil/index.htm#013026
http://cms.komen.org/komen/AboutUs/OurPeople/AdvisoryCouncils/YoungWomen39sNationalAdvisoryCouncil/index.htm#013026
http://www.pastoralhealth-ep.com/news/8-10-2008.html


concerns regarding issues such as care for children, the elderly, cancer, neurological illnesses, bioethical 

issues and the pastoral education of clergy in caring for the sick. They will also seek out ways in providing 

spiritual support to health care professionals and volunteer workers. 

 

The goal of the Conference is to form a network for Pastoral Health Care of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Such 

a network will give the opportunity to all who minister to the sick to benefit from sharing their knowledge and 

experience and to improve their training. Together with this, the network will contribute to the further 

development of ministries with high quality pastoral care.  

Pastoral Health Care of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 

 

13/10/2008 

Guideline implementation for breast healthcare in low-income and middle-income 

countries 

A special supplement of the Oct. 15 journal Cancer for the first time details guidelines for low- and middle-

income countries to implement breast cancer programs to detect and treat the most common disease among 

women worldwide. Guidelines for International Breast Health and Cancer Control Implementation developed 

by the Breast Health Global Initiative (BHGI) outlines a tiered system of resource allocation - based on 

countries overall economic status and availability of resources toward early detection, diagnosis, treatment, 

and developing an overall breast health program. Other papers contained in the supplement outline how 

countries implement programs in breast pathology, radiation treatment, surgery and treatment of locally-

advanced cancer. BHGI, an alliance comprised of a strategic mix of internationally-focused health care 

organizations, was founded by Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center and Susan G. Komen for the Cure. 

The Guidelines for International Breast Health and Cancer Control Implementation is available online here. 

The Breast Health Global Initiative (BHGI) ALLIANCE: Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center; Susan G. 

Komen for the Cure; American Society of Clinical Oncology; U.S. Office of International Affairs; National 

Cancer Institute; Pfizer Inc; American Cancer Society; Lance Armstrong Foundation; AstraZeneca; Bristol-

Myers Squibb; Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc.; GE Healthcare; Novartis Oncology; F. Hoffmann-La Roche AG; 

Oncology Nursing Society; Pan American Health Organization; U.S. Office on Women's Health, NCI; U.S. 

Office of Research on Women's Health, NIH; American Society for Breast Disease; U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention; World Health Organization; Breast Surgery International; International Union Against 

Cancer; International Atomic Energy Agency of the United Nations; International Network for Cancer 

Treatment and Research; International Society of Nurses in Cancer Care; International Society of Breast 

Pathology; Middle East Cancer Consortium; World Society for Breast Health. 

 

http://www.pastoralhealth-ep.com/conferences/index.html
http://www.bhgi.info/
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/fulltext/121417905/HTMLSTART

